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This past week the daily Bible reading schedule 
had us reading Psalm 119, perhaps one of the most 
beautiful psalms in the entire psaltery. It is 
probably also one of the most well known psalms. 
 
Besides being the longest psalm, Psalm 119 is 
special for other reasons. Although not the only 
acrostic, Psalm 119 is the most complete and 
extensive one. There are 22 strophes of eight verses 
each, one strophe for each of the 22 letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Some Bible versions may even 
list the Hebrew letter at the beginning of each 
strophe. In each strophe, each line begins with the 
Hebrew letter to which that section is dedicated. 
 
It is sometimes described as a Torah (word for the 
law) psalm and its focus is certainly the law of the 
Lord. With the exception of verse 122, every verse 
in the psalm contains a word that refers to the 
word of God. In fact, the author of the psalm 
employed a variety of words to describe the word 
of God, including “testimonies,” “command-
ments,” “precepts,” “word,” “law,” “ways,” “truth,” 
“judgments,” “righteousness” and “statutes.” 
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The psalm extols the value and the beauty of the 
word of God. Perhaps verse 18 expresses well a 
possible theme for the psalm: “Open my eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of your 
law.”  
 
The psalm proclaims the inherent value of the 
word of God. For instance, 
 
Psalm 119:72 (ESV)  
72 The law of your mouth is better to me than 
thousands of gold and silver pieces. 
  
Psalm 119:127 (ESV)  
127 Therefore I love your commandments above 
gold, above fine gold.  
 
The value of the word of God is also seen in what 
it does for those who study and apply it. The 
psalm speaks extensively of the functional value 
of the word of God. For instance, 
 
Psalm 119:11 (ESV)  
11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I 
might not sin against you.   

“Sometimes we feel that the busier we are, the more 
important we are—as though our busyness defines our 

worth…We can spend a lifetime whirling about at a 
feverish pace, checking off list after list of things that in 

the end really don’t matter.” 
-- Carolyn J. Rasmus 

Notable	Quotables	

SOWER 

THE 

	

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
David and his men saved the city of 

Keilah from the Philistines who were 
robbing the threshing floors of the 

inhabitants (1 Samuel 23). When King 
Saul was informed of David’s presence at 

Keilah, he intended to capture David 
there. Inquiring of the Lord, David was 
informed that the men of the city would 

turn him over to Saul! 

	

5

Psalm 119:10 (ESV)  
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from 
your commandments!  
 
Psalm 119:34 (ESV)  
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and 
observe it with my whole heart.  
 
Psalm 119:58 (ESV)  
58 I entreat your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me 
according to your promise.  
 
Psalm 119:69 (ESV)  
69 The insolent smear me with lies, but with my whole heart 
I keep your precepts;  
 
Psalm 119:145 (ESV)  
145 With my whole heart I cry; answer me, O Lord! I will 
keep your statutes.  
 
Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to “love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). The Scriptures 
warn us about serving God with a divided heart. Paul 
instructed bondservants to obey their earthly masters with 
a “sincere” heart, “as you would Christ” (Ephesians 6:5). 
The Greek word translated “sincere” comes from an 
adjective that means “simple” or “single.” The man with a 
sincere heart has an undivided heart. The psalmist sought 
the Lord with all of his heart, not in a hypocritical way. 
God does not accept our divided service (Matthew 6:24 – 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the others. You cannot serve God and money.”). 
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Psalm 119:49–50 (ESV)  
49 Remember your word to your servant, in which 
you have made me hope. 50 This is my comfort in 
my affliction, that your promise gives me life.  
 
Psalm 119:92–93 (ESV)  
92 If your law had not been my delight, I would 
have perished in my affliction. 93 I will never forget 
your precepts, for by them you have given me life.  
 
Psalm 119:100 (ESV)  
100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep 
your precepts.  
 
Psalm 119:104 (ESV)  
104 Through your precepts I get understanding; 
therefore I hate every false way.  
 
Psalm 119:114 (ESV)  
114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope 
in your word.  
 
The attitude of the psalmist toward the word of 
God stands out in the psalm. For the author, the 
word of God was not simply a subject to be 
studied, an exercise in scholarship, but rather a 
passion, a commitment and a joy. He took 
pleasure in meditating on God’s law, “fixing his 
eyes on [His] ways” (v. 15). The following verses 
illustrate his attitude toward the law: 
 
Psalm 119:16 (ESV)  
16 I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget 
your word. 
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Psalm 119:20 (ESV)  
20 My soul is consumed with longing for your rules 
at all times.  
 
Psalm 119:24 (ESV)  
24 Your testimonies are my delight; they are my 
counselors.  
 
Psalm 119:35 (ESV)  
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for 
I delight in it.  
 
Psalm 119:47 (ESV)  
47 for I find my delight in your commandments, 
which I love.  
 
Psalm 119:97 (ESV)  
97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all 
the day.  
 
Psalm 119:103 (ESV)  
103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth!  
 
Psalm 119:111 (ESV)  
111 Your testimonies are my heritage forever, for 
they are the joy of my heart.  
  
There are several themes that run through the 
psalm, but the concept of seeking God with an 
undivided heart, a whole heart, is repeated several 
times. Note the following verses, all of which 
contain the phrase “whole heart” or an equivalent: 
 
Psalm 119:2 (ESV)  
2 Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, who 
seek him with their whole heart,  

	
The men of this city were willing to hand David over to King Saul. What 

city was this? 
 

The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:		 	 	 	 	 	

Other	descriptions	of	“elders”:		 	 	 	 ,		 	 	 	 	 ,	

	 	 	 	 ,		 	 	 	 ,	and		 	 	 	 	 .	

Elders	have	some	authority	(	 	 	 	 ;		 	 	 	 ).	

That	authority	is	limited	(	 	 	 	 ).	

Some	“leadership	models”	adopted	by	elders:	

1.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

4.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

The	scriptural	model:		 	 	 	 	 	(1	Peter	5:2).	

Causes	of	unscriptural	leadership	models?	

1.	Older	elders	influence		 	 	 	 	 	 .	

2.	Congregations	have	never	known	anything		 	 	 	 .	

Sermon	Notes	

The Leadership of Elders 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

Pay	careful	attention	to		 	 	 	 	 	and	to	all	the		 	 	 ,	
in	which	the	Holy	Spirit	has	made	you		 	 	 	 ,	to	care	for	
the	church	of	God,	which	he	obtained	with	his	own		 	 	 .		

--	Acts	20:	 	 ;	ESV		
	

These	four	leadership	
models	tend	to	focus	on	
authority	and	process	

rather	than			 	 	 .	


